Love Thy Nei ghbor

by
Hayven Stein



FADE | N:
EXT. 1 SLAND - N GHT ( PRESENT)

CORY, 21, who | ooks |like responsible adult, opens her door
and scurries to the edge of the porch wapping her arns
around her to keep warm She stands at the edge wi th enough
roomto | ean over and see the commotion but not enough to
fall off.

After poking her head out she is blinded by the flashing red
and blue lights of a diverse set of enmergency vehicles.

She hurries to the door and grabs her slides while throw ng
on a large trench coat fromthe coat hanger. Cory rushes down
the driveway to the cul-de-sac island to neet with a |arge
group a nei ghbors.

Cory pushes her way through the group to stand next to
CARRIE. Cory |l ooks up to her. Carrie lifts her hand and
poi nts down the street to the house surrounded by the
vehi cl es.

Cory turns her head and | ooks into the driveway and watches
as coroners pull a black body bag out of the house and into
their van. Cory stands in shock of what she just w tnessed as
tears start to fall from her eyes.

I NT. CARRI E'S HOUSE/ KI TCHEN - DAY ( PRESENT)

CORY stands in the kitchen hol ding BEN s head cl ose to her
side while she stares at the golden framed Pl CTURE of GLENDA.
The picture is surrounded by a | arge bouquets of VWH TE

ORCHI DsS.

Ben squirns out of Cory's grip and turns to Cory with an
annoyed f ace.

BEN
Can | go play with the other Kkids?

Cory | ooks down with glazed and teary eyes. She bends down
and rearranges Ben's bowtie to be strait and rubs her hands
down his blazer to straighten it out.

CORY
Ckay. But be back in tinme for the
r eadi ngs.
Ben runs off into the backyard where the rest of the bored
children are playing.
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Cory gets in line, grabs a plate and then starts to gather
piles of finger food. Wiile she starts to eat a cucunber-
butter finger sandwich. CARRIE, |ate 40s, |ooks like a bored
housewi fe, joins the line right behind her.

CARRI E
Ben's grown a |lot, hasn't he.

Cory, surprised by Carrie's appearance, chews and swal | ows
her sandwi ch as fast as she can.

CORY
Yeah. He's starting to grow out of his
hand- ne- downs.

CARRI E
Vell, | have sone clothes |eft over
fromwhen Sinon was |iving here. You
are wel cone to them

CORY
Oh, really. Thank you.

CARRI E
(Condesendi ng)
| feel for you and Ben. You have been
t hrough so rmuch in these past few
years what w th your nom di sappeari ng
and now G en passing away. (beat) How
di d your nom di sappear again?

Cory | ooks up at Carrie astonished that she would bring this
up at their neighbor's wake.

Carrie continues to | ook down at the food, choosing one food
after another as she neticul ously arranges them on her plate.

Cory aggressively places her plate on the counter.

CORY
(Angrily)
Do you really think this is the tine
to bring this up?

CARRI E
| have been asking for weeks and this
is the only tinme | know you will have

to stay and answer.

CORY
| don't have to tell you anyt hing.
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It's none of your business.

Cory begins to wal k away towards living room Carrie lifts
her head and waits until Cory is alnost out of the kitchen.

CARRI E
(1 oudly)
It is my business when it's ruining
t his nei ghborhood. I'Il figure it out

sooner or |ater!

Peopl e turn and begin to stare at Carrie. She nervously | ooks
at them smles, and wal ks out to the backyard with her food.

Annoyed with the situation Cory decides to enter the draw ng
room where G enda's casket |ies.

DRAW NG ROOM

Entering the room Cory sees MKE the corner |eaning agai nst
the wall with a large bottle of unspecified alcohol in a
brown bag. Cory saunters over to him

CORY
(Sarcastically)
Brought your own al cohol. Carrie's
wi ne and chanpagne not good enough?

M KE
(drunkenly)
Pst. That shit? A proper funeral calls
for proper hard |iquor.

M ke sticks out his bottle and offers some to Cory.

She grabs it and stares at it trying to deci de whether or not
to take a drink. She sniffs the bottle and then takes a sip.
Cory's face scrunches up fromthe burning sensation and she
hands the bottle back.

CORY
VWhat is that?

M KE
It's sonmething of nmy own creation.
don't know what |I'mgoing to call it
but I"'mgoing to get rich off of it.
You're the first to try it.
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CORY
(Sarcastically)
Sure you are. You're going to be a
mllionaire.

M KE
You' re not funny, you know t hat,
right?

M ke shakes his bottle and realizes it's enpty. M ke seeing
no tabl e around decides to smash the bottle on the floor.

CORY
Ch, ny god! M ke!

M KE
VWhat ? There was no table.

After hearing the glass breaking Carrie cones rushing in
worri ed sonething val uabl e had been broken. She sees the
broken gl ass bottle and turns to angrily stare at M ke and
Cory. She clenches her fists in frustration and stonps out of
t he room

M ke and Cory | ook back at each other and | augh.
EXT. STREET - DAY (13 YEARS EARLI ER)

GLENDA, unspecified age but an elder, |ooks spry and lively
despite her age, is sitting with her knees on the ground
out si de her house, planting small, new WHI TE ORCHI DS. d enda
hears a | arge MOVI NG TRUCK backfire and stop in front of the
house across the street.

A small LIME GREEN 2001 HONDA ACCORD drives up behind the
nmovi ng truck and stops. MARIA |ate 20s, |ooks |ike she
hasn't slept in days, struggles to get her |arge pregnant
belly out of the drivers seat. CORY, 8, |ooks w se beyond her
years yet still has a childish charm junps out of the
passenger seat and runs around the car to hel p her nother.

Maria finally steadying herself shuts the drivers side door
and points to the house.

MARI A
(Surprised)
That's the new house?

CORY
That's what it says in the enuil
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Cory grabs a paper fromthe front pocket of her HANNAH
MONTANA backpack and gives it to Maria. Maria grabs the paper
and glances it over while |ooking up at the house
occasional ly.

G enda wal ks up to Maria and Cory as they stand in the street
staring at their new house.

GLENDA
Hel | o!

Maria and Cory junp a little and whip their heads around to
d enda.

MARI A
Oh! Hell o! You scared ne.

GLENDA
I"msorry. | didn't mean to scare you
I'mdenda. | |live across the street.

Ri ght over there.

d enda points to her house and then reaches her hand out for
a handshake. She | ooks down and realizes her hands are
covered in dirt. She wi pes themon her apron and reaches out
agai n.

Mari a | ooks down and shakes her hand.

MARI A
H. I'"'mMria and this is ny daughter
Cory.

Maria points down to Cory who is hiding behind her |eg.
d enda neets Cory's gaze and sm | es.

GLENDA
H Cory!

Cory cones out from behind her nother's | eg and | ooks up
while the adults converse.

GLENDA
She's such a sweetheart. | just |ove
chi | dren.

MARI A

Do you have any ki ds?

GLENDA
Oh yes, Steven and Joanna, but they
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are older now and rarely visit. One is
a doctor and the other is a | awer.

MARI A
Ww Never have to pay for doctor or a
| awyer agai n.

Maria chuckl es and | ooks down to Cory.

MARI A
(To Cory)
Take notes.

Cory rolls her eyes and then | ooks to G enda

GLENDA
Thank you. | mss themrunning around
and hel ping ne, though. If you ever
need anyone to watch Cory | would | ove
to.

d enda | ooks down at Cory and gives her a warmsmle

GLENDA
So, you're noving into this house?

MARI A
Yes. Isn't it beautiful ?

GLENDA
It's lovely. (beat) I've lived here a
long tinme though and al t hough the
house is great everyone | know who has
lived there has had sone bad stuff
happen to them Sone of the other
nei ghbors say it's cursed.

Cory, shaken by this news, hides behind her nother's | egs
agai n.

MARI A
You' re funny.
(Looki ng down at Cory)
|"msure that's not true.

A enda notices the novers waiting at the door
GLENDA

Well, 1'd better not keep you. The
novers seemto be getting inpatient.
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Maria turns to the novers and puts up her hand signaling she
will be there soon.

MARI A
s there any way that you could watch
over Cory while |I manage this?

GLENDA
(Looki ng down at Cory)
O course!

@ enda bends down to get on Cory's |evel

GLENDA
You and | are going to have so nuch
fun. Do you |ike brownies?

Cory nods her head up and down in excitenent.

GLENDA
Great! You and | can bake sone using
nmy secret recipe.

@ enda reaches her hand out and Cory cautiously grabs it.
A enda stands up, smles at Maria and wal k towards her house.

I NT. CARRI E' S HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - DAY ( PRESENT)

CORY is sitting in the drawi ng room watchi ng as person after
person stands up to tell a heart warm ng story and read a
smal | prayer. Wien it conmes time for Cory to talk she gathers
hersel f and stunbles to stand up. She pulls a crunbl ed paper
out of her pocket, unravels it and begins to read.

CORY
"Aden was nore than just ny friend she
was pretty nuch ny grandnother. There
was once a tinme where she watched over
me for a couple of nonths and that was
the best time of ny life. | |oved..
| ove her so much and hope that she is
in a better place.”

Cory then quickly sits down and rubs the tears off her face
with her wist.

Cory pats BEN s back signaling for himto stand up and do his
readi ng. Ben not being tall enough for his feet to reach the
ground junps out of his chair and unfolds his neat and cl ean
paper .
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BEN
(Fragnent ed readi ng)
"I really like Gen. She gives ne
chocol at e and noney. "

Ben fold his paper back into the neat square and puts it in
his bl azer jacket. He turns around and junps back into the
chair.

Peopl e continue to read stories and prayers until everyone
has gone.

CARRI E stand up fromher seat in the front row and turns to
address the audi ence.

CARRI E
That was just wonderful. Pl ease
everyone continue to enjoy the food
and drinks and don't forget to sign
this card for Steven and Joanna before
you | eave. Thank you all!

Ben scurries out of his seat and back into the backyard where
the children are playing.

Kl TCHEN

Cory is leaning against the counter picking up chanmpagne
gl ass after chanpagne gl ass drinking everyone in one sip.

As Cory begins to run out of gl asses MARY appears.

MARY
H Cory. I'"'msorry for your |oss. You
were a lot closer with her than any of
us here. 1 know this is hitting you
hard. Just know that |I'm here for you
if you need anything. | can watch Ben
whenever you need.

CORY
Thanks Mary.

Mary gives Cory a warm enpathetic smle and rubs her arm
bef ore wal ki ng away.

CORY
Wai t .

Mary sl owy makes her way back to Cory
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MARY
Yes.

CORY
| know that your husband is a cop. Do
you know how she di ed?

Mary grabs both of Cory's arns and pulls her close rubbing
her hands up and down her arns.

MARY
You know t hat you coul dn't have done
anything to prevent this. She was an
ol d woman.

CORY
| know but | would just feel a whole
| ot better and you said if | needed
anyt hi ng.

Mary lets go of her and begins to fiddle with her fingers out
of anxi ousness. Cory crosses her arnms waiting for Mary to
respond

MARY
Okay. She died of organ failure.

CORY
(Conf used)
But she wasn't even sick

MARY
Wel |l there are nany ways your organs
fail but in the elderly strokes are
very common whi ch can cause organ
failure. Wth her old age and Steven
and Joanna's reluctance to get a ful
aut opsy, they just determ ned her
cause of death to be organ failure due
to stroke.

CORY
Oh. |Is that what you think being a
nurse and all?

MARY
Yes.

CORY
kay, yeah, if you say so.
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10.

MARY
Don't let yourself get all wapped up
in her death. If not for yourself then
for Ben.

CORY
O course not. | understand. Thank you
again Mary. For everything.

Mary gives Cory another enpathetic smle and then lets out a
huge sneeze that sprays all over Cory's face.

MARY
Dam t hose stupid orchids. Sorry.

CORY
(Laughi ng)
It's okay.

MARY
| "' m gonna head out before a nake you
some kind of snot nonster.

Mary grabs a chanpagne gl ass and squeezes Cory's arm one nore
time before heading to the living room

Cory wi pes her face and heads towards the backyard.

On her way Cory overhears nei ghbors conversations about their
di sdain for d enda.

EXT. CARRI E'S BACKYARD - CONTI NOUS
Cory angered by the conversations stonps onto the deck.

CORY
(Yelling)
BEN. BEN

Ben playing with friends gets startled by the noises and
turns around to see Cory yelling his nane. He drops the bal
he is holding and runs to Cory afraid of what's to cone.

Cory bends down and grabs Ben's armns.
CORY
|"'msorry | didn't nmean to yell. | am

goi ng hone. Be back before dark and do
not | eave this house. Do you hear ne?

Created using Celtx



11.
BEN
kay.

Cory gives Ben a kiss on the forehead, turns himaround and
pushes hi mof the porch.

Ben runs back to his friends.
| NT. GLENDA' S HOUSE - DAY (13 YEARS EARLI ER)

GLENDA is in the kitchen gathering stuff to make her speci al
br owni es.

CORY is sitting on the bar stool watching denda run around
the kitchen while nmessing with the trinkets on the counter.

GLENDA
So Cory. Are you excited about noving
here?

YOUNG CORY

No. | had a lot of friends where |
lived before and now ny nom says |
have to nake new ones.

GLENDA
Well, making friends isn't that hard.
You'll be fine. What does your nmom do

for work to afford such a nice house?

G enda now having gotten everything out for the brownies
begi ns the process of baking.

CORY
| don't know. She | eaves before |I go
to school and then she picks ne up
from school. She wears an apron so
maybe she's a cook.

GLENDA
Ww a cook. Wat about your dad?

CORY
My nom says that ny dad is a no good
pi ece of shit that always pays the
bills too late. |I've never net him

GLENDA
Do you know anyt hi ng about hi n?
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CORY
Just that he is sonme type of |awer in
New Yor k. Apparently he owns a huge
bui l di ng call ed Graham Tower. | don't
know but sonetines he sends ne gifts.

Genda's lifts her head and her eyes w den. She turns around
and hands Cory a bow of unm xed batter. She signals to Cory
to start stirring and begins to clean the kitchen

GLENDA
| thought you have never neet hinf?

CORY
| haven't. But | don't know if
really want to. He bought us this

house though so naybe he will cone
visit.

GLENDA
He bought you a house and your nom
still doesn't |ike hinf

CORY

She didn't really wanna nove here but
she said | need to go to a good school
so we noved.

d enda having finished cleaning | eans over the counter and
wat ches as Cory focuses on stirring the batter.

GLENDA
Ah okay. Cory is a nice nane, is it
short for anything

CORY
No. (beat) | don't |ike nmy name
soneti nes.

GLENDA
Why ?

CORY
The kids at school make fun of ne for
havi ng a boy's nane.

GLENDA
Don't pay them any m nd. Everyone
calls me Gen so you and I can rock
t hese boy's nanmes toget her.
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G enda grabs the bowl from Cory and sprinkles in a nysterious
spi ce for an unl abel ed BOTTLE with a strange blue top. She
mxes it alittle nore and then reaches her finger in to
taste it. Happy with the outcone d enda reaches her hand in
again but this tine she plops a big dollop of batter on
Cory's nose.

Cory and d enda both | augh

CORY
Ckay. Cory and d en.

Cory grabs the batter of her nose and eats it. d enda and
Cory giggle while G enda starts pouring the batter into the
di sh.

CORY
What did you put in the brownies?
GLENDA
Well that's a secret, maybe one day
"1l tell you.

G enda then throws the brownies in the oven and turns back to
| ean on the counter to talk to Cory face to face.

GLENDA
Now we wait twenty mnutes and then
you wi Il have the best brownies of

your life.
| NT. CORY' S HOUSE/ KI TCHEN - AFTERNOON ( PRESENT)

Cory enters the kitchen barefoot and grabs the | arge pile of
mail sitting on the edge of the island counter.

She sits on the bar stool and begins to go through the nmai
throwng junk into one pile and bills into the other. At the
end of the pile she reaches a | arge nmani |l a ENVELOPE

Cory stares at the envel ope that just has her nanme and
address on it. Cory turns the envel ope around | ooking for
anything to determne who it's from

Cory debat es whet her she should place the envelope in with
the bills or that trash. After careful considerations she
decides to place it in with the bills.

Cory throws the junk mail in the trash and takes the envel ope
and bills to her office.
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OFFI CE

Cory places the mail on her nmessy desk, filled with old
cof fee cups and ol d textbooks.

Cory sits down and gets onto her conputer. She opens up her
emai | and sees she was received one from Steven. She opens it
and it reads.

ON SCREEN. "Hey! | got your enmil earlier you are welcone to
go into ny nothers house and get whatever you |ike. She
really |l oved you. | hope to see you soon. Love Steven."

Cory opens the drawer and grabs a key attached to a LANYARD
wi th i mages of BROWN ES.

Cory suddenly hears a | oud BANG fromthe front door. Cory
tenses fromthe noise.

SAM ( OS)
(Yell'ing)
| ' m here bitches!

Cory sighs in relief and opens the door of her study to
revile SAM early 20s appearing confident yet vul nerable,
standi ng holding a plethora of bags reining fromsuitcases to
shoppi ng bags.

CORY

(Angrily)
Sam

SAM
(Emphati cal | y)
Cor y!

Sam drops all of his bags and rushes to hug Cory. Com ng back
fromthe hug Sam | eaves his hands on her shoul ders and | ooks
her up and down.

SAM
You |l ook like shit.

Cory pushes out fromthe hug and grabs sone of Sam s bags.
She heads towards the living room

SAM
|"mjust telling you the truth. You
told me you wanted conpl ete honesty
fromme and so here it is.
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Sam grabs the rest of the bags, kicks the front door closed
and rushes to catch up with Cory.

CORY
You know that's not what | neant.

SAM
Doesn't matter what you neant j ust
what you said. You should watch your
wor ds next time.

CORY
You're a day early.

SAM
Wth everything that just happened |
t hought it best to conme hone earlier
and ny trip was too | ong anyway.

Cory and Sam | eave Sam s bag | eani ng agai nst the stairs and
wal k into the living roomto plop down on the |arge | eather
couches.

LI VI NG ROOM

CORY
(Sarcastically)
What the fawning | adies to nmuch for
you?

SAM

(gaspi ng)
Never !

Sam pl aces a hand on his chest and | eans back into his chair.

SAM (CONT. )
How was t he funeral ?

CORY
It was okay. (beat) Except that Carrie
asked about ny nom agai n.

SAM
Carrie's a bitch you know. \What gives
her the right to stick her nose in
everyone's business. Ch what |
woul dn't give to give her a taste of
her own nedi ci ne.

Sam junps to the edge of his seat.
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SAM
(Exci tedly)
Maybe we shoul d steal her dog.

CORY
Sam No. She's just sensitive and easy
to bl ane ot hers.

Cory and Sam both chuckl e. Sam stands up going back to his
bag and brings back a small blue bag with white tissue paper
comng fromthe top

SAM
Were's Ben?
CORY
He's still at Carrie's playing with

t he ot her boys.

SAM
| got him sonet hi ng.

Sam reaches is hand into the bag and pulls out a small shot
glass with breasts comng out fromthe side. He throws it
into Cory's lap and | aughs.

Cory |l ooks up at himhorrified and hands the shot gl ass back.

CORY
Absol utely not.

Sam chuckl es and pushes the gl ass back to her.
SAM

It's a joke. It's actually for you. |

got Ben a magnet for his collection.

Sam pulls a smal|l nmagnet of a blue whale and hands it to
Cory.

CORY
Thanks.

Cory stands up to put the presents in the kitchen. Sam

foll ows behind her and on the way throws his bag onto the
ot hers near the stairs.

KI TCHEN

Cory | eans against the counter nmessing with trinkets placed
in the center.
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Sam sits on the bar stool.

CORY
Steven enuil ed nme back
SAM
Oh did he now
CORY
He said "Love you" add the end of his
emai | .
SAM
Di ck. He doesn't get the right
CORY
Sam He's trying.
SAM
s he?
Cory sighs
CORY

| don't wanna tal k about it right now
Cory pulls the key to G enda's house out of her pocket.
CORY

He said | could go into Aens to get
my stuff. Do you wanna cone?

SAM
Only if | get to steal sone stuff too.
Cory sighs.
CORY
Fi ne.

Sam junps fromhis seat and claps his hands a little

| NT. CARRI E' S HOUSE/ BATHROOM - AFTERNOON (13 YEARS EARLI ER)
CARRI E, early 30s, |looks like a sleep deprived and stressed
housewi fe, sits on the toilet with a worried face as she
urinates on a small pregnancy stick. She pulls the stick up
and sets it on a small towel on the counter.

Wi | e washi ng her hands she stares at the stick waiting for
sonething to appear. Once she sees the slightest nmark of
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color she violently grabs the stick and sees in large print.
"Not Pregnant"

CARRI E
Shit.

Carrie angrily throws the pregnancy stick into the trash. She
paces whil e rubbing her hands on her face trying to rub away
the tears stream ng from her eyes.

DAVI D (OS)
(rmuffl ed)
Carrie? |Is something wong?

Carrie rubs her face one nore tinme to clear away the tears.
Putting on a fake smle she opens the door.

DAVI D, early 30s appears happy yet stressed, stands in the
hal lway in a new grey suit holding a small brown briefcase.

CARRI E
I"'mfine just a little norning
si ckness fromthis baby.
Carrie chuckles while she rubs her belly.

Davi d | eans down and holds Carrie's stonach.

DAVI D
St op maki ng your nom si ck.

David kisses Carrie's stomach and then stands and gi ves
Carrie a kiss on the check.

DAVI D
I"'moff to the airport. I'll call you
when | | and.

CARRI E

"1l be waiting.
David blows Carrie one |ast kiss as he rushes out the door.
Carries sighs in relief and heads to the kitchen.
Kl TCHEN

Carrie sits at a bar stool and sorts through the mai
stopping at a strange ENVELOPE

The ENVELOPE is snmall and an off shade of white. It's marked
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with only David's name and the address.

Curious as to whats inside Carrie opens the envel ope and
unfol ds the papers inside.

The first paper reads. "Your Wfe Isn't Pregnant” in |arge
red marker. Carrie takes that paper and sets it down on the
count er.

The next paper is a confidential doctors chart displaying |ab
results. She throws that paper to the side.

Carrie pulls the next paper out. This paper contains email
correspondence with an unknown person di scussing the purchase
of fake doctor visits as well as fake sonogram phot os.

CARRI E

(Angrily)
d en!

Carrie jans the papers back into the envel ope and angrily
| eaps fromthe bar stool. Carrie grabs her keys and rushes
out the front door.

EXT. GLENDA' S HOUSE - AFTERNOON (13 YEARS EARLI ER)

GLENDA struggl es closing her front door while holding a | arge
pl atter of brownies. She bends down hol ding the platter out
to CORY.

GLENDA
Coul d you hold these?

Cory violently shakes her head up and down, meking it
apparent she is on a sugar high, while struggling to grab
pl atter.

After | ocking the door A enda shoos Cory off the porch and
wal k through the grass to the street.

CARRI E
(Yel l'ing)
GLENDA! GLENDA! YOU FUCKI NG BI TCH!

A enda whi ps her head to stare at Carrie who is furiously
stonpi ng down the street towards her. She grabs Cory and
covers her ears.

GLENDA

(Calmy)
You should m nd your |anguage Carri e,
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we are in the presence of children.

Carrie now stands inches fromdenda's face. She | ooks down
at Cory but quickly returns to face d enda.

CARRI E
( Mout hi ng)
S-E-X
(yel 1'i ng)

life is non of your fucking business.

GLENDA
| certainly have no idea what you are
tal ki ng about.

CARRI E
Yes you do. This was in ny mail.

Carrie holds up a small strange col ored white envel ope and
waves it in Genda s face.

CARRI E
Davi d coul d have opened this and it
woul d have killed him

A enda taking her hands off of Cory's ears grabs Carrie's arm
and pushes it down.

GLENDA
| have no idea what that |etter says
and | have no idea who sent it.

CARRI E
Li ke hell you don't.

MARI A wal ks up to the conversation and grabs Cory's hand.
MARI A
(To Carrie)
Hel | o! You nust be ..

Carrie |looks to Maria trying to put on a polite face while

still trying to et denda know she's nad.
CARRI E
Carrie.
MARI A
Nice to meet you Carrie. |I'm Maria and

this is ny daughter Cory.
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Maria waves her hand down to Cory and then extends it for a
handshake.

Carrie reluctantly shakes Maria's hand.

MARI A
So Carrie. Are you a nother?

CARRI E
(Funbl i ng)
"' msorry?

MARI A
(Sternly)
Are you a not her?

CARRI E
(Funbl i ng)
Um not yet.

Carrie instinctual noves her hand to her stonach.
Mari a noti ces.

MARI A
Wel | as an expecting nother. You can
understand that | do not care for the
| anguage you are using around ny
daughter and would prefer if you could
| eave so that denda and | could talk

G enda shoots Carrie a snmug smle

CARRI E
| under st and.

Carrie straightens out her blouse and cal ns herself down
whil e she stares at G enda.

CARRI E

(Angrily)
This is not over d en.

Carrie shoves the small envelope in denda's face one nore
time before turning to wal k back to her house.

MARI A

(To d enda)
VWhat was that about?
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GLENDA
Oh Carrie. She is very sensitive and
qui ck to place blame on others for her
m st akes. She usual |y bl anes ne.

d enda chuckl es.

GLENDA
But that is nothing to worry yourself
about .

Cory | ooks up to her nmom and hol ds out the brownie platter
wi th one hand. The platter starts to shift on her hand so
Cory drops her bag and grabs the other side of the platter
and gi ggl es.

YOUNG CORY
Look Momi We nade brownies with
speci al spices.

Maria | ooks to Aenda with a face of worry.

MARI A
( Mout hi ng)
Mari j uana

GLENDA
Oh heavens. No.

Maria sighs in relief and grabs the brownies from Cory. She
points to Cory to grab her bag. Cory violently pulls the bag
up and throws it over her shoul der.

MARI A
(To d enda)
Thank you! |I'msure these will be

delicious. And thank you again for
taking care of Cory while | was
finishing up in there.

GLENDA
It's ny treat.

MARI A
(To Cory)
Wiy don't we head inside and set up
your room

Cory excitedly waves her head up and down.
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YOUNG CORY
(To d enda)
Bye G en.

G en gives Cory a warmsm | e and wave as she wal ks back
across the street with her nother.

EXT. GLENDA' S HOUSE - AFTERNOON ( PRESENT)

CORY and SAM wal k up to the door. Cory grabs the doorknob to
unlock it but is surprised when the door sw ngs open.

Cory cautiously enters the house. Samrushes in behind her.

Maki ng her way to the kitchen she rubs all the surfaces
around her and then bl ows the accunul at ed dust off her
fingers.

CORY
|"mgoing to ook in the kitchen. Can
you | ook and see if you find anything
that's m ne?

Samis already in the living roomadmring the scul ptures in
t he bookcases.

SAM
(Quietly and Drawn out)
Yeah.

Kl TCHEN

In the kitchen Cory opens cabinet after cabinet before
finally reaching the BOTTLE with the blue top. She excitedly
picks it up and drops it into her bag.

Reachi ng back up to close the the cabinet her eye is caught
by a faint shine of a small KEY hidden in the back. She
reaches her hand back and grabs it.

She | ooks at it before deciding to place it in her bag.

Cory opens the fridge and steps back horrified by the snell
of rotting food.

CORY
(Loudl y)
You woul d think the food woul d | ast
until Steven got here.
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SAM ( OS)
(rmuf fl ed)
Yeah definitely.

Cory opens the freezer and starts rummagi ng through the
frozen neals and ice until she reaches the alcohol. Slowy
she picks each bottle up and wipes it off before putting it
i n her bag.

Cory stops at the |ast BOITLE and picks it up to stare at it.
Lifting she snells the bottle and is repul sed ny the snell.
M ke' s al cohol ?

SAM ( OS)
Cory!

CORY
(Annoyed)
No Sam you can't take the cat statue.

SAM ( OS)
(Sternly)
Cory. You need to conme over here now.

Cory rushes down the hall and finds Sam sanding in a doorway
to a room Cory has never been in.

STUDY

She pushes himout of the way and is nmet with the scene of a
trashed study.

The table |anp is broken on the ground spreadi ng gl ass
everywhere. Sitting right next to it is the desk chair broken
into pieces with the stuffing fromthe cushion spilling out.
Papers are scattered around the floor and stuck in furniture.

CORY
VWhat the fuck.

Cory picks up the chair and starts to gat her papers. Sam
reaches down and starts to clean the broken gl ass.

CORY
Wy woul d someone do this?
SAM
Hell if I know. d en nust have been

into sone creepy shit.

Cory | ooks up fromcleaning and sees a file cabinet with
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scratches up and down the sides and dents near the key hol e.

CORY
Look.

Cory lifts her hand and points to the large black file
cabi net. Sam wal ks over and rubs the scratches.

SAM
Sonmeone for sure tried to get in here.

Reaching in her bag she takes out the key she found in the
kitchen and decides to try and open the cabinet door. Wth
sone force it opens.

SAM
Where'd you get that?

CORY
It was in the cabinet with the spices.

Inside the filing cabinet Cory and Samfind it to be enpty
except for a single green file with the nanme sticker ripped
of f.

| NT. GLENDA' S HOUSE - NI GHT (13 YEARS EARLI ER)
GLENDA pulls out two enpty green files fromher file cabinet.

She sits her at her desk opening the fol der placing a nanme
sticker in each nane slot.

A enda hears a |loud PING She reaches over and pulls a pile
of paper fromthe printer. Turning back to the files she goes
back and forth from putting one paper in one folder to the

ot her.

Fi ni shed with the papers she pulls out a pen and wites the
nanmes "Cory" and "Maria" on the nane slots.

d enda chuckles slightly with an evil smrk while she puts
the files back into the file cabinet.

EXT. | SLAND - NI GHT ( PRESENT)
CARRI E, M KE, MARY, JENNI FER, 40s, who | ooks |li ke she had the
life was sucked out of her, and FORREST, 40s, who dresses

smart but is clearly an idiot, sit around a small roaring
fire.

Created using Celtx



26.

CARRI E
How ol d do you think she was?

M KE
(Drunkenl y)
| don't know man. She was anci ent.

MARY
Cal said the coroners couldn't even
tell.

The group chuckles. Carrie slowy stands and repeatedly taps
her glass with her nail.

CARRI E
|'d like to nake a toast.
M KE
Anot her ?
CARRI E
Yes, another. | want to thank d enda

for being the nost destructive
nei ghbor | have ever had.

Mary | aughs and then abruptly stands up. She lifts her glass
to the air

MARY
| want to thank 3 enda for teaching ne
to mnd ny own business. She was the
nosi est person | have ever neet.

JENNI FER rushes to her feet and holds out a GLASS OF WATER

JENNI FER
Thank you d enda, for teaching ne to
keep ny secrets to nyself.

CARRI E AND MARY
Anen.

FORREST slowy stands and lifts his beer to the air.
FORREST
| want to thank G enda for teaching ne
that even the ol dest of wonen can be
snakes.

M ke stunbles to his feet. He lifts his unspecified al cohol
into the air.
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M KE
To that stupid bitch. My she rest
unpeacefully 5 feet in the rotten
ground forever.

The group clinked their glasses together and fall back into
their seats.

CARRI E
(Concer ned)
Do you think Cory is gonna be okay?

MARY
| don't know. She seened very shaken
up at the funeral

M KE
Seens like her little boy toy is back.

M ke points to Sami s vibrant col ored van.

JENNI FER
Oh hush. He's a nice kid.

FORREST
Cute too.

The group turn and stare at Forrest. Forrest becones visibly
fl ustered.

FORREST CONT.
(Anxi ousl y)
For the | adies.
Forrest takes a large gulp of his beer.

M KE
Except for Cory.

M ke | aughs and then takes another |arge gulp of his alcohol.

CARRI E
VWhat di d happen between thenf
JENNI FER
She won't say.
MARY
(Angrily)

She's so secretive.

Created using Celtx



28.

Forrest stands up and pokes the fire.

CARRI E
She learned it fromthat god awful
nmot her she had. Aen didn't help it
ei t her.

FORREST
Maybe she just doesn't want people
knowi ng her busi ness so she doesn't
tell people.

_ JENNI FER
(Sni ppy) |
That's exactly what secretive neans
Forrest.
FORREST
(Long and drawn out)
Ri ght .

Forrest opens the cool er and grabs another beer. He falls
back into his seat.

CARRI E
| hope she doesn't go poking her head
where it shoul dn't be.

MARY
' msure she won't. She's a snart

girl.

The group turn their heads and take a |l ong stare at Cory's
house.

I NT. CORY'S HOUSE/ BEN' S ROOM - NI GHT ( PRESENT)

CORY sits in on the edge of BEN s bed reading a children's
book. SAMsits in the corner of the roomon a chair made for
a child while he nesses with some trinkets.

CORY
(Readi ng)
Debbi e pull ed the bucket up the hill
and poured the water down. Ch no it
nmust be raining said the blue rabbit -

BEN
Corgi .

Cory |l ooks up to Ben with a warm smi |l e.
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CORY
Yes.

BEN
| want Samto read to ne tonight.

Ben points his fingers to Sam

CORY
Oh. Yeah. Sam can do that.

Samjolts out of his small chair.

SAM
(Surprised)
| can.

Cory gives Ben a kiss on his forehead and stands up. She
pushes the book into Sans chest and points the spot on the
bed where she was just sitting.

CORY
Yes. You can.

Sam hesitantly sits down and opens the book.

BEN
Tell me stories about your trip.

Sam throws the book to the ground and grabs Ben's feet from
above the covers.

SAM
(Exci tedly)
That | can do.

Sam sits up straight and chuckl es

SAM
So there was this really hot brunette
sitting by the pool wearing the
smal l est bikini with orchids on it -

CORY
Sam

Sam | ooks to Cory and sighs.
SAM

(Sarcastically)
s a story about whal es okay?
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Ben sits up and starts junping up and down.

BEN
(Excitedly)
Yes! Yes!

Cory gives Sam a nod of agreenent. Samturns to Ben and tucks
hi m back into bed.

SAM
|'"'mstanding in the |longest line |'ve
ever been in -

Cory | eaves closing the door behind her.

CORY' S OFFI CE

Cory enters her office and proceeds to her desk.

She finds the manila ENVELOPE and decides to open it.

Once opened Cory finds a white bag with the words "If | Die"
witten on the front. Cory rips open the bag and files begin
to fall out. Cory slowy pulls themall together and starts

to exam ning them

Once Cory realizes that all the nane tabs have the names of
her nei ghbors witten on themshe frantically spreads them on
her desk.

Cory runmages through them opening one after another. Each
marked with a large red synbol naking them as "suspect”.

CORY
(quietly)
Suspects?
After staring at the contents of the files Cory | ooks out her
of fice wi ndow and sees all of her neighbors sitting in the
cul -de-sac | aughi ng and dri nki ng.

FADE OUT: END
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